


Do you need a Will?
Are you married?
When your partner dies, if their assets exceed £5,000, although you 
may inherit, there is still a Probate application to be made. Without a 
Will this procedure can be very long, delays of two years are 
commonplace.  Arguments often ensue as children may have a right to 
part of the estate.

Have you any children
under 18?
Unless you appoint a guardian for your 
children, Social Services and the Courts 
will have to decide who will take charge 
of your children for you. Unmarried 
fathers don’t necessarily have automatic 
guardianship rights.

Are you and your partner unmarried?
When one of you dies, property and investments not in joint names will 
go to the deceased person’s children or, if none, to their family.  When 
there is no Will, the surviving partner gets nothing. 

Have you any children from a previous 
relationship?
Once you and your partner have both died, your assets will pass to the 
children or family of whichever of you died second, leaving the other 
person’s children or family with nothing.

have you any property, savings or 
policies not in joint names?

When a person dies, their assets may be frozen until the administration 
of their estate is sorted out, often taking months and possibly causing 

hardship for those left behind.

Would you like to...Safeguard your 
family’s or partners future?

Making a Will means that what you own goes to 
those you care most about and not whom the law 

has chosen.  You’ll know you’ve done all you can 
to safeguard your family’s future.

Leave something to a 
grandchild, nephew or niece, 

friend or charity?
A Will is a wonderful way to remember someone 

and to be remembered by someone. In addition, 
you can leave a lasting legacy so that the work of 

your favourite charity can go on.

Avoid any argument, expense or delay?
Where there is no Will the average delay in dealing with an estate is 

two years.  With a Will the average is only six months.  A well thought 
out and legally drafted Will could avoid argument in the family as well 

as saving considerable time, inconvenience and legal expense.

If you answered YES to any question
you simply need a Will
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Have you ever thought what would happen if 
you went into Care?
A carefully worded Will can ensure your children don’t lose out in the 
event that you or your partner go into care.

Have you ever considered what would happen if 
your spouse/partner remarried after you died?
A Will can ensure your children don’t lose out in the event that your 
partner gets remarried.


